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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
afler SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-10, 13-19, 21, 22, 25-31 and 33-38 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,442,686 to McArdle et al. 

As concerns claims 1 and 17, intercepting a message/first service request (abstract), the 
message sent from a client (abstoct) to a server @stract^^ over a communication- 

conduit/network (figure I); and determining whether one or more communication-conduit usage 
conditions are met (abstract). 

As concerns claims 2 and 1 8, forwarding the message to the server over the 
communication-conduit when the one or more usage conditions are met (aybstract). 

As concerns claims 3, 26, 14, 19, 3 1 and 38, identifying a first network address (Col. 4] 
lines 18^20) of the server, a second network address (Sol 4,^^ 1^^^ of the client and a port 

number (^|^. 6, Bn^^^^ 7, Unes 10-^^ of the communication-conduit. 

As concems claims 5, 21, 30 and 37, determining step comprises (a) obtaining a 
confirmation fi-om a human (col. 8, lines 66-6^^^ (b) determining whether the communication 
conduit was used by the client prior to the client's sending the message, or (c) determining 
whether the client sent the message within an authorized time- window. 

As concems claims 6, obtaining confirmation from a human, wherein the human (a) is 
associated with the client or (b) has administrative privilege (col. 8, lines 66-67). 
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As concerns claim 8, determining whether a configuration of the client comprises one or 
more pre-determined data (i^oL 

As concerns claim 9, determining whether a repository comprises one or more 
authorization data pertinent to the message (coj: 6, lings 37-40). 

As concerns claims 13 and 25, discarding the message when the one or more usage 
conditions are not met (abstract fines 12-141). 

As concems claims 15 and 27, logging a result of the determining step (coL^3^1h^ 
55 ;;Col. 7, lin es 45 -5^). 

As concerns claims 16 and 28, notifying a system-administrator of a resuh of the 
determining step ( jcoL 1 2; line TT). 

As concems claims 22 and 43, the service-proxy determines a request-type indicated by 
the service request (poirWliO 

As concems claims 29 and 36, a communication/service proxy (coL 1. fine^6; coD^ 
55) for intercepting a message from a client (absti^ to a server (ahstr^ over a 

communication conduit/network (figure 3;); wherein the communication/service proxy 
determines whether one or more communication conduit usage conditions are met, and wherein 
the communication proxy forwards the message to the server over the communication conduit 
when the one or more usage conditions are met or discards the message when the one or more 
usage conditions are not met (abstract lines 12-14). 

As concems claims 33 and 40, the communication proxy resides in a network element 
such as a switch or router (broadest reaso^^^ in light of Se 

:li:gggjj^^ data netw ork b etween physical comniun^ 
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mterfaces and communication medium), the network element in a communication path between 
the client and the server (goL 6, lines 55-56). 

As concerns claims 34 and 41, the communication proxy and the client reside on the 
same host (figure 3, 380; cl based on perspective of sending or 

receiving). 

As concerns claims 35 and 42, the communication proxy and the server reside on the 
same host (jfigur^p, 3^. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4, 7, 10, 20, 23, 24, 32 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,442,686 to McArdle et al. as applied above in view of U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2003/012081 1 to Hanson et al. 

McArdle et al. '686 do not explicitly disclose sending a plurality of DHCP reply 
messages for binding a first address of a first host to a second address of a second host, the 
plurality of DHCP reply messages sent to a third host, the server residing on the first host, and 
the client residing on the third host. 

Hanson et al. '81 1 teach DHCP i^6^CaS7\). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide the system of McArdle et al. '686 with DHCP, as taught by Hanson et al. '81 1, in 
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order to provide a means of automatically assigning addresses. Such a modification is a 
combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 

As concerns claims 7, 10, 23 and 24, McArdle et al. '686 do not explicitly disclose, 
determining whether a second service request of the same request type as the first service 
request/one or more predetermined request types was forwarded to the server within a specific 
context, wherein a context comprises a TCP connection or a session (0033). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide the system of McArdle et al. '686 with TCP, as taught by Hanson et al. '81 1, in order 
to provide a standard transport protocol that is reliable. 

5. Claims 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,442,686 to McArdle et al. as applied above in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,587,877 to 
Douglis et al. 

McArdle et al. '686 do not explicitly disclose determining whether the message is sent 
within a pre-determined time-window, wherein the time window comprises one or more 
weekday peak usage hours. 

Douglis et al. '877 teach determining whether the message is sent within a pre- 
determined time-window, wherein the time window comprises one or more weekday peak usage 
hours (qoL 3, lihes 1;:27^ 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to provide the system of McArdle et al. '686 with determining a time window, as taught by 
Douglis et al. '877, in order to provide a means of providing a correspondence between the time 
of communication and the budget of the user, thus balancing the traffic of the network and 
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saving the user more money. Such a modification is a combination of known elements yielding 
predictable results. 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's, 
disclosure. See PTO-892. 



examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoUansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 



